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Introduction:
A skewed sex ratio is an issue of major concern and has long-term social and demographic consequences. At the heart of the problem is the inferior status of women in society, a patriarchal social framework and value system based on "son mania"
1 . Sex ratio at birth is an indirect measure of female feticide. There has been a decline in the sex ratio during the present century with substantial difference between states in sex ratio at birth 2 . Some of the worst gender ratios indicating gross violation of women's right are found in Asian countries such as India and China 3 . It is a common fact that the sex ratio in India is lower than international standards i.e. sex ratio in India is 933 while the world average is 986. A number of causes are responsible for the continuous decline in the sex ratio e.g. poverty, illiteracy, culture and preference for male child. The discrepancy in the sex ratio in the lowest age group is found in most prosperous area of Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi Gujarat, Haryana and Chandigarh.All these states have sex ratio of less than 900 females to1000 males below the age of six. The declining sex ratio could result in a demographic and social disaster 4 . Keeping this in the mind the present study was undertaken in order to determine to what extent the pregnant women are oriented to the actual problem of declining sex ratio.
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Methods
In a cross sectional study, 200 pregnant women attending the antenatal clinic of the NKPSIMS and RC and Lata Mangeshkar hospital, Nagpur were studied from Sept 16 2008 to Nov 16 2008. The finding were analyzed by Chi Square test and percentage. An informed consent was taken and patents were explained the purpose of the study. A total of 200 pregnant women were enrolled in the study and a specially designed structured questionnaire was used for interview purposes.
Results:
Out of 200 pregnant women majority of them belonged to 18-25 years age groups (62%) followed by 25-30 year (34.5%) and 30-35 years (3.5%). It was observed that 57% were from urban area and 43% were from rural area. In terms of socio economic status 57.5% had a lower middle class status. Approximately 58% belonged to a joint family and 42% belonged to nuclear family. Table. 1 shows that 58% felt that sex determination was a crime. 53% were aware of sex determination 
